“Official signers at HPD Office.”
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Hour Apartment Building Il that will provide permanent housing for 8 formerly in-
carcerated and homeless women and children is in mid-stage of construction. We have a
new roof and in the next two weeks new windows will be installed. Hour clients were
given a tour one evening and most requested to be put in our lottery. While the apart-
ments are small, it is a castle for many women who are currently living in one room with a
child. We would welcome any donations to help the women furnish the apartment with
appropriately sized furniture, curtains, kitchen tables and chairs. If you'd like to make a
donation to this venture, kindly earmark your donation “For Hour Apartment Furniture”.
Since we have access to wholesale showrooms, your $$$ will go along way towards mak-
ing the apartment a “home”.

GRATEFUL HEART!

Dear Sister Tesa and All at Hour Children,

Sinaia and myself would like to say Thank you for being there for us. Words can't really
explain the gratitude that we have for not only you but for the organization that you run. | know that
God is your keeper cause He has used you to bless others.

| really hope and pray that you continue to help others as GOD continues to bless you.
Here’s a little poem for you so | hope it puts a smile on your face.

Hour Children is a place that is Blessed.
Storms may arise but as long as you believe
he’ll pour out
His love Mercy and His Grace.

May God continue to use his children for

He knows what is best.
Saundra and Sinaia, HCH Il




HOUR SUMMER KIDS, MOMS AND STAFF

Making Art at Hour Children
By Arla Patch

| had the privilege, during a week in April, to offer
| two workshops to women through the generosity of my old-
est and dearest friend S. Epatha Mekerson, (Lt. Van Buren
on TV's Law and Order). We worked among boxes of
clothes and toys. Five women completed the workshops,
8| decorating breastplates and mandalas. The women em-
braced the experience with openness and followed their
| artistic instincts. The pieces were displayed on May 10th in
the lobby of Joseph Papp Theatre as part of a fundraiser for
Justice Works.

The highlight of the week was meeting Sister Tesa, a woman whose heart is as genuine and loving as any |
have met. She has created an affectionate family in which | was immersed. The love and caring, warmth and kindness
of all I met, will stay with me as surely as the images of their of beautiful art.




HOUR HARD WORKING STAFF
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- Back to School with
happy faces and big
smiles. “Now | know
my A, B, Cs,
next time, Won't you
sing with me?”

Our Own Jen-Gem

A welcome burst of

Blessed Among Men!!!

enthusiasm, energy and
commitment entered Hour
Children’s life in the person

of Jennifer Dupuis, our
VISTA volunteer through
NYCCHA.

Introductions to
staff, moms and children
were mutually engaging
and Jennifer's eagerness

to absorb Hour Children’s
mission and “jump in” with
sleeves rolled up was evi-
dent.

Jennifer's  first
week was spent helping in
the Thrift Shop, interacting
with toddlers in Hour Early
Learning Program and
learning the ropes in the
bustling Hour Children of-

fice. By day 8 Jen was
part of Hour Children’s
family, deeply committed to
enriching its services with
her talents and vision.

Her main task of
establishing a neighbor
food pantry seemed very
doable to one who en-
deared herself as part of
the TEAM.
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Next Events—Stay Tuned
October 29, 2004 Halloween Party
at HELP
November 15-24, 2004  Thanksgiving
Drive
December 1st—20th Christmas
Toy Drive

Sister Kitty, lazure and India announce the lucky
winners of the Hour Children Summer Raffle.

Thanks to all our winners; many of whom donated
winnings to Hour Children!

- Hour Children will be celebrating its 10th Anniversary
next year “ 2005” stay tuned for the upcoming events.

- Taproot Foundation granted Hour Children money
and expertise to construct a Web Site, final product
“2005" .
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THE HOUR CHILDREN NEWSLETTER NEEDS A SPONSOR
CAN YOU, YOUR FAMILY OR YOUR COMPANY
UNDERWRITE THE COST OF PRODUCTION?




